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elght preferred merely some form of sup-
plementary statement, fifty would dismise
the whole subject and from twenty-nine
no reply to the committee's inquiries on the
subject was recelved. Thus it was made
evident that the prevalling Presbyterian
sentiment was favorable to continuing the
discussion, and Friday’s decision of the
majority of the General Assembly was
stmply in aocordance with that already
expressed feeling. But as to the character
of the revision to be made thers is no unity
of opinion. Nothing more ia proposed
than that & year henoe a committee shall
recommend the changes or the new state-
ment to the Preshyteries for thelr judg-
ment on them. That means simply the

[ things will berall

prolongation of the controversy, with little |

prospect of ita settlament at that time.
Very probably when the precise changes
are submitted they will be defeated again
as declsively as was the revision of 1803,

It is agreed on all hands, at least ostensibly,
that the Calvinistio structure of the Wast-
minster Confession must not bs disturbed;
and so perfectly adjusted s this system,
so logical and so essential to Preshyterian
theology, that {t cannot be touched, exoept
very superflicially, without destroying the
integrity of the whole. Therefors, nothing
in the way of change is proposed beyond
a mers matter of phrases, oconstruoted
with a casuistical view of satisfying modern
sensibility without really affecting the
easence of the doctrine of the Confession,

At the bottom, the whole demand for

revision arises from doubt of the authority

on which the Confession rests, or doubt
of the Infallibility of the Bible. This scep-
tiolsm doea not express itself frankly
the General Assembly, but it is there s in
Presbyterian pulpits and Presbyterlan
theological seminaries; and it raises the
only real and vital ssue which is pressing
on the Church and eventually must be
met and decided by it.

As Dr. HaLL, the President of the Union
Theological Seminary, told the graduating
class recently, In an address from which
quoted yesterday, tha question la
whether the Bible shall remain, as ln tle
past, the “ objective basls of authority,” or
thall be replaced by the " subjective Lasis

fauthority * in * the content of the ethical
ronsciousness and Christian T
in accordanoe with “the later 1
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ng hat {8, the lssus s whether tha
authority shall be specifio or general, an
infallible Blble or falllble human feeling

ard impression,

Ihis is the tssue which will become m
and more clearly defined the longer ard
the more profoundly the subsidiary question
of tha revision of the Westminster (on-
fession {8 debated by the FPresbyteriuuns,
They are now dealing only with the el ol

containing the essential kernel, Are thoy
prepared to give up their old " objective
hasis of authority, the content of H

Scripture regarded
and substitute for it the vag
basis of authority,® " the ¢
ethical econsciousness nnd

perience?® 11 the

the

ns Divine revelati
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ntent of the
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most momentu logical rey

tion in the history of mankind will have
talten place

Fven If they come to It. the stens will be
slow. The decision will not be made by a

rising vote of any single General Assembly,
Giving up the Blhle s a tremendously
serious mitier

The (oal Tax in England
Notwithstanding vehement
ance offered, not only by the Britlah 1ibh
erals and Irtsh Nationallsts, but also by
aome consplouous Unjonists, the Housa of

the roslat-

Commons has sanctiona! the export duty
f one shilling per ton on coal which wag
proposed by the Chancellor of the Ex
chequa I'ha duty, therefore, will have
to ba nald, and it remains to he gror
whether the export of tha oombusr \

will be serfously diminlshed The strike
threatened on the part of the Nort humber-
and miners by way of protest seems to

have heen renounced, and the rest of tha
British community s Inciined to regard
the argumen's against 'he tax as 't} .

vearse 0f conclusive
I'he opronents of the duty have maine
tained that it {8 unjust to piok out a |
tienlar industry and make it baar a buren
whieh oughr to he ghared by the
body of They also Inswst
the coal trade 18 in so depressed a cond
tion that it
he d justly impose]

taXpAYers

cannot bear the burden, wera

Obviously, tha

first obiection I8 applicable to all (ndireet |

taxation, and, were It recognized as valil,
would cunpel at’! v h or
o provide a revenue trom un tasaihn
alone, and, principally, | \ b T
tax. Of ocoursa, the conl Juty

lon an a particular industry and & part

it ciass of consumers fows "olea
uty, a0 do the beer and 8
Indend, a stropger on L be made
or the exemption of tl e commoditios
Ast named from spes tuxation ihe
price of tea, the p of or and the price
of epirita cannot be advanced without |
leSRening consuraption; ool nently. the
flacal burden cannot Lo translerred from
the producers and middicron to the con
sumers, (i 'l o i, 3t remalns ¢
ba seen whether ur export duty of s shyl
ling per ton W N .o nlm---urm;ﬂ
the foreigu «nstorers « L Cowl, even
if they have Lo pay the w fit, If the

prices ol the Northuniberiaud and Weish
ombusuble were as bigh this year as they
ware last, then, indeed, the extra shiliing
inight juet turn the scale against the British
product in some of the Continental markets,

tussle for the Der
| Governor of The Hon, A, J.
MoxTaGUE,  Attoruey-General, 18 going
about the State asking for the nomina-
tion because he is opposed to the Demo-
cratic machine, the boss of which is the Hon,
TaoMAS 8, MaRTIN, one of the Senators
{n Congress. There is no doubt about the
solidity and smoothness of the Martinian
machine. Pray, how did the virtuous
Mr. MoxTaGUR get Lis present job? Ha
is a machine-mada product, and he is no

oreated en enormons demand for the com-
bustible. The demand from this source
still ooatinues, and there is reason to belleve |
thet the troubles in China will cause foreign |
Powers to make large purchases of British
coal for some time to come. The pur-
chases of the commeodity by the French
Government during the last twelvemonth
are gald to have been on an unprece-
dented scale,

On the whole, the Dritsh coal owners
and miners seem to have made a eyvnical

Virginia,

exhibition of seiflshness in their viclent | especially dignified flgure aa he makes
opposition 1o the small export duty. Worse faces at his creator

The Martin candidate, therefore, pre-

them, if England is ever
ably the man who will be nominated,

engaged in war against a great Continental | 4
Power, possessed of 8 Mojent commerco |18 the Hon, CravDE Swanson, M. €, T
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the sole purpose of W entertaming  rotusing self the method
the graduates on Commencement 1y employed for po s #11rios t r
IThe dinner then see 1 y overy one a of his boat in ¥l 1l ! ey
permanent, imo utable  custom, handed  and culminating in language that n
i down hy a respected tradition proached the unprinta He also asked
As for after-dinner speecies delivered  Mr, Lepyannp to imagine the situatinn
without the preluninary dinner from a4 of a 1 sponsitbhle owner ™ if the ™ indi
lecture room. platform, that is surely a vidual ™ to whom he had intrusted the

transcendengal tdea and must be of Hoston | Independence, * irresponsible as one would

upon oomplying with the Club'e oondl-
tions. And there the matier rests,

In our opinion, an association of gentle-
men, like the New York Yacht Club, for
instance, would prefer to abandon all
connection which they might have officlally
with the America's trophy rather than be
oompelled to take as their representative
for ita defence the individual revealed in
Mr, LawsoN's letters

This Lawson agitation has been pas-
slonate, ehildish and ignorant to a degree
The New York Yacht Club's rules for the
conduct of the Cup’'s def o sane and
proper in every respect. At 3-.» stage of
the proceedings, they offer to Mr. LawsoN
an almost unprecedented opportunity for
liness in abandoning
hifty or blundering path hithert
fying the Inde-
races in the pre-
Tk way,
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monument in the nears of every decent, batl indulging
and seif-respecting New Yorker
Uf cuurse, as far A8 the OAr companies are con
rned, they would lust as quickly plue peopie on the
foor lengthwise, like dead hogs.  Your nickel pa 1,
e rest is entirely indiTerent to them,  CTII7EN

As to the cross aait curs, he ls right Ihe
slgn " standing room oniy * should never
| be understood. ‘lhey have Lo elancing
room, and nobody should be slluwed to enter
them. unless there is a vacant seat, But our
friend is wrong regarding the car company

le would have them run rore car<, whereas
it would be a great relief 10 the otier tr aflle
of the town if they ran lewer car
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saveral contingencies  If there should never
be more than th« ha holaers
would be atle to get their own price, as there
are men of great wealth following the pur-
suit of st p ® who
would not hesitate to pay $:.000 10 secure a
copy
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Ahead In Manos,
From the Chieago Ivier Ocoan.
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